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HOUSE BI LL 2773

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Schual - Ber ke, Benson and Mrrel

Read first time 01/20/2004. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a commssion on nonecononic
damages; creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) A conmm ssion on noneconon ¢ danages is
established. The comm ssion shall develop a plan for inplenenting an
advi sory schedule of noneconomc damages in actions for injuries
resulting from health care under chapter 7.70 RCW The conmm ssion
shall present the plan to the relevant policy commttees of the
| egi slature by October 31, 2005.

(2) The comm ssion's goal is to develop a plan that will increase
the predictability and proportionality of settlenents and awards for
noneconom ¢ danmages in actions for injuries resulting fromhealth care.
In developing its plan, the conm ssion shall consider:

(a) The information that can nost appropriately be used to provide
guidance to the trier of fact regarding noneconom c danage awards,
giving consideration to: (1) Past noneconom c danage awards for
simlar injuries, considering severity and duration of the injuries;
(ii1) past noneconom c damage awards for simlar clains for danages; and
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(ti1) such other information or nethodologies the comm ssion finds
appropri at e;

(b) The nost appropriate format in which to present the information
to the trier of fact; and

(c) When and under what circunstances an advi sory schedul e shoul d
be utilized in alternative dispute resolution settings and presented to
the trier of fact at trial.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "nonecononm ¢ damages" has the
meani ng given in RCW 4. 56. 250.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The comm ssion is conposed of fifteen
menbers, as follows: (a) One nenber from each of the two | argest
caucuses in the senate, to be appointed by the secretary of the senate,
and one nenber from each of the two |argest caucuses in the house of
representatives, to be appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives; (b) one health care ethicist; (c) one econom st; (d)
one actuary; (e) two attorneys, one representing the plaintiff's bar
and one representing the insurance defense bar; (f) two superior court
judges; (g) one hospital; (h) two physicians; and (i) one nedical
mal practice insurer. The governor shall appoint the nonlegislative
menbers of the conm ssion.

(2) The governor shall select a chair of the conm ssion from anong
those commi ssion nenbers that are not health care providers, nedica
mal practice insurers, or attorneys.

(3) Legislative nenbers of the comm ssion shall be reinbursed for
travel expenses under RCW 44.04.120. Nonl egi sl ati ve nmenbers of the
comm ssion shall be reinbursed for travel expenses as provided in RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43.03.060. Travel expenses of nonl egislative nenbers of
the comm ssion shall be paid jointly by the house of representatives
and senate.

(4) The office of financial managenent shall provide support to the
conm ssion to enable it to performits functions, with the assistance
of staff fromthe admnistrative office of the courts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act expires July 1, 2006.

~-- END ---
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